
Church of the Holy Comforter               March 2008  

The Cupola  

 

In this issue: 

 

Current Items: Pg . 2 

Youth Retreat: Pg. 3 

Items of  Interest: Pg.4-5 

A Look Ahead: Pg. 6 

In The Family: Pg. 7 

Anniversaries: Pg. 7 

Birthdays: Pg.8 

Calendar: Pg. 9 

                                               C A L E N D A R 

                                                     Saturday, March 8th 

 
The nominees for Bishop of Maryland will be interviewed at 

Trinity Church, Towson at 10:30 and 3:00 

Friday, March 14th 

2nd Fridays for families with young children é 6:00 ï 8:00 pm 

Drop the young ones off; theyôll be fed and thereôll be fun and games; 

And enjoy two hours of ñadultò time 

Sunday, March 16th 

                                                   P A L M    S U N D A Y 

8:00 HE I and the reading of the Passion Narrative ï Chapel 

10:00 HE II and the ñCry of the Whole Congregationò - Church 

Monday, March 17th ï Noon   HE II in the Chapel 

Tuesday, March 18th ï 7:30 am   HE II in the Chapel 

Wednesday, March 19th ï 5:30 pm   HE II in the Chapel 

Thursday, March 20th 

M A U N D Y    T H U R S D A Y 

6:30 pm ï a simple supper in the Parish Hall, followed by 

the H.E. II in the Church, with the stripping of the altar 

                                               Thursday 7:30 pm ï Friday 7:30 am 

Vigil in the Gethsemane Garden 

Friday, March 21 st 

G O O D    F R I D A Y 

7:30 am ð Mass of the Reserved Sacrament, in the Chapel  

7:30 pm ð Stations of the Cross, with choir, in the Church  

Saturday, March 22  

Blood Drive  

7:30 am -1:30 pm 

Sunday, March 23 rd  

E A S T E R    D A Y 

8:00 and 10:00 ð both services in the Church  

A festival Holy Eucharist, with choir  

Sunday, March 30 th  

Members of the Handel Choir of Baltimore  

will be singing for us at the 10:00 am service in the Church  

Sunday, April 6 th  

10:00 service ð Dedication of the Handbells   
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            CURRENT ITEMS TO NOTE AT CHC  

                                        A new Director of Religious Education 
 

It is with great pleasure that we welcome Ann Rowe, her husband Phil, and their 1 year old daughter, Raven, to Holy 

Comforter.  Ann has agreed to be the new Director of Religious Education starting on March 1st.  She is very excited and 

has a strong sense that God is calling her to this new ministry. 

Annôs initial focus will be the Sunday School, and getting to know the children, parents, teachers and curriculum.  She 

will be supported by a newly formed Christian Education Committee, and this promises to be the start of an entirely new 

adventure for the children and youth of Holy Comforter. 

Many thanks are due to the H.R. Committee, Bill Boden, Ed Hewitt and Denise Noll, whose work advertising and 

interviewing has led to this splendid fruition. 

                                      New Reception Committee Chairs 
 

The first chairs of the Reception Committee were Fran Lodder and Mary Peirce.  Under their leadership this committee 

developed a special ministry to the bereaved, by providing, if the families so wished, a reception to follow the burial 

office. 

After their retirement, Carol Davis and Joann Chaney took up the mantle and have now extended the scope of this 

ministry to respond to other special occasions, such as the Bishopôs visit, etc.  The more people who are able to help by 

providing cookies, fruit and cheese, sandwiches, set up and clean up, the more smoothly these receptions go.  If anyone 

is interested in participating in one way or another, please call either Carol ( 410-296-1952) or Joann (410-828-0859). 

                                             Hurricane Katrina re -hab work still continues 

 

Ten people from Holy Comforter, Susan Escobedo, Nancy Fenton, Janice+, Pat Middleton and her sister Sharon, 

Bev and Tom Simpson, Linda Snyder, Gwen Spicer and Richard Taylor spent the week of January 27 - February 2, 

2008 plying various construction skills for the rebuilding of three houses in Pearlington, Mississippi. Our expedition was 

led by Susan Escobedo who had done research to find an area along the Delta that was still recovering from Hurricane 

Katrina.  The experience was a resounding success.  

Pearlington is a small town located in southern Mississippi just east of the Pearl River and 50 miles from New Orleans. 

The Pearlington Recovery Center established by Mr Larry Randall had been publicized as a result of a coordinated effort 

of self help, volunteers, and government assistance. Our main contact for the week was Mr. Bob Putnam who 

coordinated work efforts that included: 

      1. The complete painting, walls and ceiling, of the interior of a new home for Ben Miller. In addition we laid the luan 

covering on the subflooring, and floor tile placement of the two bedrooms. Ben is wheelchair bound and so the house 

had to be adapted accordingly. 

       2. The complete woodwork trim for the house of Ike Oliver including baseboard, door openings, and window 

openings and sills. All the work had to be measured, cut, caulked and painted. 

       3.  The installation of ceramic tile for the bath enclosure of a delightful woman named Rosa. 

The accommodations were not great. Bunk  beds had been built in an old school building, with adjacent port- a- pots and 

a portable shower unit that left a lot to be desired. For eating, picture if you will the Mess Tent from the old TV show 

MASH. The food was basic but eatable and sometimes supplemented with bagels. Also ask any of the team about boiled 

turkey necks! 
The closest town is Slidel, just across the river in Louisiana, which we visited on a couple of occasions for evening meals 

and ice cream. 
In summary, it was a very worthwhile outreach adventure as attested by all of the team, just ask them. 

For the team,   Bev and Tom Simpson 
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                      Youth Retreat Follow Up  

The Magic of Claggett 

 

Each year several Towson-Roland Park regional churches host a youth retreat at the Claggett Center, near Frederick, Md.  

The weekend is a truly magical time, during which the youth are drawn into many thematic activities that culminate in a 

youth-driven worship service on Sunday morning. 

On Friday night the arrival scene is chaotic as people check in, make their nametags, and stow their gear in their rooms.  

Kids from prior Claggett retreats reconnect, and adult leaders meet each other.  Thereôs laughter as people mill around 

wondering where they can or ought to be.  Fellowship begins to form and a quick meeting on Friday night sets the rules 

and introduces the kids to their leaders.  

To support this yearôs theme, ñOne person can make a difference,ò the kids were tasked to construct ï over the course of 

the weekend - a cross from 10,800 craft sticks, representing the number of young people who would die from starvation 

and preventable disease in the world while we were all gathered for the weekend.  Once completed with glue dried, the 

cross would be carried from Powell Hall to the building where we would worship on Sunday morning. 

After breakfast on Saturday morning, the  Rev. Wes Wubbenhorst, Youth Missioner for the Diocese, leads a series of 

ñenergizersò that introduce kids and leaders to each other, and help wake up the adults after the sleep deprivation of the 

night before.  We head off to meet in small groups where kids can speak freely about issues that can ï or perhaps should 

ï drive their faith and develop their sense of community.  The leaders then introduce the Millennium Development 

Goals* as part of the ñOneò theme.  

On Saturday afternoon Wes leads the ñCommodities Gameò.  Each small group comprises a community, and must obtain 

sufficient essential items for its sustainability, such as food, wells and health care.  They can purchase or barter for these 

items from one of three stations: an inflexible government regime with set fees; a free enterprise company that can set 

prices as they wish; or the church where you get back more than you donate.  Each of the stations is manned by adults.  

The action is fast and furious and by the end of the game, some have figured out that, for example, donating to the 

church can result in getting back twice what they give.  But, there is reported theft of a well from the free enterprise 

station; condemnation of health care facilities by the government regime; free health care for one community because of 

generous donations made to the church; and one attempt by the free enterprise team to hire one of the youth so that they 

could expand their business.  There is no volume control, and we are nearly deaf after it ends. 

Afterwards, there is free time.  After supper on Saturday, the older kids notice that they are very far behind completing 

the cross, so glue is poured on top of what had already been made, and the remainder of sticks were randomly tossed on 

top.   Whereas it took many hours of kid-labor since Friday night to place about 30% of the sticks, it took just minutes of 

kid-fun to place the remainder.  Adults shake their heads wondering if it would make it intact to the service, but it does. 

Then, there is the Sunday worship service.  We arrive and see the cross set up in the center of the room.  Musicians are 

warming up their guitars and amps.  The kids are beyond excited.  The Gospel is acted out with a small drama team.  At 

the offertory, the kids come forward to receive their ñOneò bracelets ï on which we have written their choice of what 

they had chosen earlier in small group to do to further the Millennium Development Goals.  There is the Eucharist, 

following which there is resounding live pop music performed by the kids.  Everyone is singing, even those of us with 

no sense of tune. People are arm-in-arm, holding hands, laughing, smiling, singing.  Adults have tears in their eyes.  Itôs 

heartfelt and upbeat for all 80 of us there. 

After lunch there is sadness as the kids have to pack up their gear and clean the living space they first saw only 36 hours 

before. Thereôs a closing prayer.  E-mail addresses are exchanged.  Kids remind each other what theyôve committed to 

do re: the MDGôs.  Thereôs hugging and high five-ing. We pack up and climb in our cars to head home, taking with us 

the savory magic of yet another Claggett. 

     Walter Mitchell 

 

(For the full transcript of Walterôs article, see the Youth Bulletin Board in the parish hallway) 
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                  ITEMS of INTEREST  

*Milllenium Development Goals (MDGôs) 

 

Episcopal Relief and Development works with worldwide Church and ecumenical partners to achieve the 

eight MDGôs, which are to: 

Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger                                   Reduce Child Mortality 

Achieve Universal Primary Education for Children                Improve Maternal Health  

Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women                    Ensure Environmental Sustainability 

Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Other Diseases             Create a Global Partnership for Development 

 

                                                                     World Day of Prayer  

                                                           March 7, 2008  

 

Since the 19th century, Christian women in the United States and Canada have initiated cooperative activities in many 

areas of concern for women and children, the role of prayer in mission work and the promotion of world peace through 

involvement in mission work worldwide. For additional information, visit the World day of Prayer USA Web site at 

www.wdpusa.org. 

Please join fellow Christian women, for  the World Day of Prayer, to be held 1:00 pm at Havenwood Presbyterian 

Church, 100 Ridgely Rd., Timonium MD. 21093 Telephone: (410) 252-3073 Email: info@havenwood.org . 

                                                             Red Cross Blood Drive 

Dear Parishioners, 

  In only a few weeks we will celebrate Easter. Please consider commemorating our Lord's resurrection by 

giving the gift of life through a blood donation at our blood drive on Saturday, March 22, 2008                 

from 7:30am - 1:30pm. The sign up sheet will be posted by the parish hall on Sunday, February 24. Feel free 

to call me at 410-661-4880 or email me at sandraLbenson@comcast.net to schedule an appointment. Thank 

you very much. 

The Handel Choir of Baltimore  

 

The Handel Choir of Baltimore regularly use our facilities to prepare and rehearse the choral programs 

that they present throughout the greater Baltimore area.  During the Advent season, they present their 

outstanding performance of òMessiahó by George Frideric Handel.   

In appreciation for making our facilities available to them, the Handel Choir of Baltimore will share 

their talents with us on Sunday, March 30 th  at the 10:00 a.m. worship service .  Melinda OõNeal, 

the conductor and Artistic Director of this outstanding choral ensemble, will conduct and Eldean 

Krieger our Director of Music Ministries, will accompany them on the organ.  

 

mailto:sandraLbenson@comcast.net
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                            Items of Interest  

                                           EASTER  FLOWERS  

 

You are invited to contribute toward the flowers which will decorate our 
sanctuary at Easter.  You may give flowers in memory of a loved one, or as an 
offering of thanksgiving.  

 

Please make your check payable to "The Church of the Holy Comforter", ear -
marked "Easter Flowers".  Place it in the offering plate, together  with this 
form on Sunday; or mail or bring it to the church office as soon as possible, no 
later than Sunday,  March16.  

Given by  

Enclosed is $  

In Memory of: 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

In Thanksgiving for: -

_________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

                                           ADOPT A FAMILY EASTER BASKETS   

 

We will be providing Easter baskets and grocery store gift certificates for 14 children and their families again 

this year. 

Please help make this a nice Easter for our families by contributing a Target or Walmart gift card of at least 

$10 and/or a Giant or Food Lion gift card of $25 or more. Either leave in the office, atten. Nancy Peper, or 

give to her in church.  

If you have any questions or would like to make up a  food basket or purchase items for the children's basket, 

please  give Nancy a call at 410-561-8303 or e-mail peperfamily@verizon.net  Please have all contributions 

in by Sunday, March 16th. Thank you all. 

                                                      The Flowering Cross 

As usual, the Flowering Cross will be created by the younger members of the congregation, at 

the 10:00 service on Easter Sunday.   A plea though to those who will be bringing flowers for 

their children to adorn the Easter cross ð please donõt wrap the flowers in silver foil or plastic.  

If they are so wrapped it make it very difficult to push the flowers through the chicken wire.  



                                  A LOOK AHEAD  
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                                       June  is  Book Sale Month 

 

Attention all bibliophiles, book hoarders, page devourers and book sale 

aficionados - our 3rd Annual Book Sale at CHC will be held again this June. 

We encourage you to begin collecting, saving, and asking friends/neighbors  

to hold on to book donations until we open the doors for drop-off.  Our 

previous sales have been a huge success, with fellowship, outreach, and a 

benefit to a worthy cause.  Please join us in donating, participating, and 

sharing in the joy which books bring to our lives. 

Parish Weekend News 

 

Mark your calendars and get ready for another fun-filled parish weekend at Claggett Conference Center on 

October 24-26, 2008! Plans are already underway with logistics, program development and other activities. 

This yearôs theme is God in the Funnies and we look at how God is so prevalent in our daily lives and routines. 

Those who have attended parish weekends in the past know that it is a great way to renew old friendships and 

make new ones; for newcomers, it is a wonderful way to get to know others in the parish. Our weekend would 

not be complete if we did not include  fun for all ages such as square dancing, campfire with songs and 

marshmallows, and an afternoon of free time to explore the towns outside of Claggett, as well as other 

beautiful forms of nature such as Lily Pons and Sugar Loaf Mountain, to name a few. 

As with any reservation at a conference center, monies do need to be submitted in advance to hold space and 

avoid being penalized for late fees. The cost this year is $148.50 for adults and $128.90 for youth,             

(grades 6 ï 8th ). Partial scholarships are available so please see Janice+ or Herb+ as soon as possible. Please 

note costs for the weekend include 5 meals ï three on Saturday and two on Sunday (Friday night will be a pot 

luck supper), as well as linens and towels (youth should bring sleeping bags) and program materials. The 

weekend begins on Friday night at 6:30 p.m. and concludes after lunch on Sunday at approximately 1:00 p.m. 

All monies for those attending the weekend must be submitted by June 1st! We welcome those who wish 

to make partial payments prior to that date, as a non-refundable deposit was paid to Claggett in February. 

Still unsure if you want to join us for this event? Come to the Coffee Hour Spotlight after the 8:00 and       

10 a.m. services on April 6 th to learn more, see pictures of past weekends, and hear reports from others who 

have attended in the past. If you are unable to attend either of these spotlights, please feel free to contact Sue 

Willis at 410-256-6483 or email at Suegmw@aol.com with questions at any time. 

 

Please join us for this fabulous weekend event! You will be glad you did!  


