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M A Y   C A L E N D A  R 
 

May 2 and 3 

Diocesan Convention 

 

Sunday, May 4 

The Rite 13 Service at 10:00 a.m. 

For Emily Greatorex, Cooper Manning, Kyleigh Parks, and Catie Shaw 

 

Friday, May 9 

2nd Fridays for Families é 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

An evening ñoffò for parents of young ones 

 

Sunday, May 11 

P E N T E C O S T 

The ñbirthdayò of the Church 

The Feast Day of the Church of the Holy Comforter 

Come celebrate at both services, and 

donôt forget to wear red; or attire yourself in something that is red! 

 

Tuesday, May 13 

LiveStrong Service é 7:00 p.m., in the Chapel 

 

Friday, May 16 - Sunday, May 18 

The Urban Adventure of those in J2A 

 

Sunday, May 18 

Y O U T H Sunday 

Affirm the younger members of our congregation  

as they lead the worship service, using ways ñoldò and ñnewò. 

 

Sunday, June 1 

Teacher Appreciation Sunday 

ñHow much do our teachers love our younger parishioners?ò 

ñThis muchò said Jesus, as he stretched out his arms of love 

on the cross. 



LIVESTRONG  DAY  

 

On Tuesday, May 13th, at 7:00 p.m., there will be a special service in the Chapel as part of a nationwide day 

focused on cancer research.  This service is for everyone, but particularly for those who have/are battling 

cancer, and their families and friends. 

 

In order to make this very specific to our congregation I (Janice) would like to compose a Litany comprised 

of your thoughts and prayers.  If you would like these to be included please send a sentence or two to Janice 

for incorporation: jgordon@holy-comforter.ang-md.org   Examples might be:  ñIn thanksgiving for é.  

Hear us Lord.ò  Or ñIn memory of é Hear us Lord.ò  Or ñHoping for é Hear us Lord.ò 

 

For further details/information call Alan Shaw at  410-821-5595 or e-mail him at Alanshaw@comcast.net   

 

Your WORSHIP Committee 
 

How is a worship service choreographed?  The primary source for outlines is to be found in the Book of 

Common Prayer.  There are a wide variety of worship forms to draw upon, but parishes are also given op-

portunities to explore and enrich their ways of praising God, by using other resources and imagination. 

 

The Mission Statement of your Worship Committee is: Our desire is for this committee to be a teaching 

committee, committed to solidifying parishionerôs knowledge of our liturgical and theological traditions, 

and to deepen reverence for our Triune God. We have tried to keep this in mind as we offer ways to stimu-

late your worship.  Do you remember the Lenten series showing the development of services from that of 

the bare-bones second century, through the ornate ñsmells and bellsò extravaganzas of the middle ages, to 

the novelty of the New Zealand Prayer Book?  Or Lenten services from different countries in the Anglican 

Communion?  Or the Creation series?  Or special Advent and Thanksgiving additions? 

 

The Worship Committee works hard and prayerfully to stay true to our Mission Statement, and we always 

appreciate feedback from youðboth positive as well as negative!  Who is on the Worship Committee?  At 

present it is comprised of: 

 

Dana Boden, Louise Carlson, Ann Gearhart, Dean Krieger, Denise Noll, 

Alan Shaw, Gerry Vahle, chaired by Janice Gordon Barnes+, 

with Ann Rowe, ex officio. 

  

Would you like to join us?  Just give Janice+ a call and we would be delighted to welcome you. 
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DIOCESAN CONVENTION  
 

The Diocese meets in convention on Friday, May 2, and Saturday, May 3.  We will, alas, be without the 

presence of our Bishop-In-Charge, The Rt. Rev. John Rabb, who is still recovering from surgery which 

took place on April 1, and was then followed by a major infection.  (Please continue to keep him in your 

prayers.)  However, our Bishop-Elect, The Rev. Canon Eugene Sutton, will be with us, which will be a 

splendid opportunity to welcome him, and hear him speak.  Your delegates from Holy Comforter are the 

Rector, The Rev. Allen Spicer+, and Denise Noll, Senior Warden.  Please keep all of us in prayer. 



Witness a Rite of Passage on May 4th 

During the 10:00 a.m. service on Sunday, May 4th, we will celebrate an important rite of pas-

sage with Emily Greatorex, Catie Shaw, Kyleigh Parks, and Cooper Manning.  

 

This class is named Rite-13 after the special liturgy we will celebrate with them on this day.  

In some respects, this is a new way of saying to these young people things we have meant to 

convey to them all along, like ñWe stand with you as you make your way on the journey.ò, 

ñWe think you are terrific.ò, ñWe love you.ò  We often assume that our teens feel appreci-

ated and accepted as a vital part of our parish, but adolescence can be such a time of uncer-

tainty that some things just cannot be said often enough. 

 

One of the unique aspects of the Journey to Adulthood program is that it seeks to provide 

rites of passage that are often lacking in our culture.  We help define points along the path to 

adulthood that tell our young people they are making progress; they are growing; they are 

becoming adults.  Rite-13 is the liturgical cornerstone that lays the foundation for the entire 

congregation at Church of the Holy Comforter to rise up and in one mighty voice tell these 

precious young people, ñYou matter to us.  Your lives are of inestimable value.  The journey 

you are now embarking on is significant.ò  It is a way that we fulfill our baptismal covenant 

of  ñseeking and serving Christ in all personsò. 

 

As the parish family of these young persons, you are invited to take part in witnessing and 

supporting each of them as they make the move from childhood to adolescence within the 

Christian community. 

 

Urban Adventure 

The Urban Adventure is a weekend designed for the J2A class to learn about working to-

gether in new situations, relying on themselves and each other in making decisions, and 

learning how to function as Christ's own creation in new environments.  This year the J2A 

class will be having their Urban Adventure the weekend of May 16-18.  They will be staying 

at the rectory at Old St. Paulôs Church at the corner of Saratoga and Cathedral Streets in 

downtown Baltimore, and will be experiencing modern culture such as going on a Mt. 

Vernon Ghost Walk, using the light rail and water taxi, and participating in an urban scaven-

ger hunt.  Please remember our youth as they continue to learn skills necessary for their suc-

cessful adult participation in the church community and in society as a whole. 

 

 

Youth Sunday 

Sunday, May 18, 2008 is designated "Youth Sunday" and is designed to utilize the gifts and 

talents of our youth and children. All aspects of the worship service will be presented by the 

youth. They will be presenting readings, leading prayer, helping with music, acting as greet-

ers, ushers, and acolytes, carrying banners that they have created, and much more. You will 

be filled with energy and hope as you witness our young people using their God-given tal-

ents. 
 

YOUTH HAPPENINGS  
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Come One, Come All, to the Parish Weekend this Fall!  
October 24-26, 2008 

REGISTER NOW!!  
 

Our parish weekend, ñGod in the Funniesò, registration is in full swing and we have over 

30 people signed up! And we still have room for more!! Claggett is holding open some ex-

tra space for us, in the event our attendance goes over our contracted amount. However, 

they need to know by mid-May how many will be in attendance at this event. Therefore, 

please sign up NOW on the list outside the parish hall, or e-mail me at Suegmw@aol.com, 

or call 410-256-6483, and I will add your name(s)! 

 

This is an event for ALL  ages! We come together, laugh, learn, meet new people and renew 

old friendships. Claggett provides a truly relaxing and peaceful setting and a wonderful 

weekend away from schedules and hectic lifestyles. Costs are $135.50 for adults and 

$126.50 for children, ages 6 through 8th grade. All monies will be due by June 1st and 

scholarships are available, so please see Janice+ or Herb+ if you are in need. If you need 

more information about the weekend, please feel free to contact me at the phone number 

and/or e-mail address above. Hope you can join us! 

Sunday School Teacher Appreciation Sunday 

On Sunday, June 1st, during the 10:00 a.m. service we will honor our dedicated team of 

teachersðDenise Owens, Kathleen Phelps, Belinda Fadely, Sue Caudill, Jenny Atwa-

ter, Walter Mitchell, Blaine Hawley, and Louis Yachimowiczðwho have given so freely 

of their time, and countless Sundays, to show Godôs love to our youth and Sunday School 

children, and to open them to the many riches in Godôs word. 

Administrative Changes 

 

As we search for a new Administrative Assistant, please note the following  

e-mail changes: 

 

 Office-related information:  Holy Comforter Secretary 

      secretary@holy-comforter.ang-md.org 

 

 Cupola:    Marty Hartman 

      pmhartman@comcast.net (with a 

      copy e-mailed to the church secretary) 

S A V E   T H E   D A T E  !!!! 

 

Sunday, June 15 ð it will be 50 years. 

50 years of what?  Youôre invited to find out and celebrate it. 
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NEW ROOF OVER OUR HEADS 

 

It should be apparent to most that the shingles on our church and chapel roofs have been 

sliding or blowing away for the past five years or so. We were hopeful that we could wait 

another few years to replace the shingles, but to do so would mean possible roof leaks and 

damage to the interior of our buildings. We expect the shingle replacement work to begin 

on Monday, April 21, and will take two to three weeks to complete. The new shingles 

carry a 50-year warranty. We entertained five bids and awarded the $65,000 contract to 

Turner Roofing Company. In addition, lightning rods will be placed on the chapel roof. A 

single donation in the amount of $3,500 has been received to cover this cost. 

 

Beginning with the 2006 budget, it has been the Finance Committeeôs objective to budget 

$30,000 each year towards future maintenance projects. We reached this goal in both 

2006 and 2007; however, this yearôs budget fell short the entire $30,000. At the same time 

we elected to replace the boiler in 2007, servicing the church and parish hall, in order to 

begin realizing more efficient gas savings. Thus we have not been able to accrue the nec-

essary money to pay for the roof shingle replacement at this time. 

 

During the past 25 years our congregation has been very responsive and generous in do-

nating and bequeathing over a quarter million dollars. This has been used for improve-

ments such as air conditioning the church and chapel, new carpeting for both buildings, 

church sound system, lighting and wiring of the church and chapel, to name some of the 

projects. When you add the money raised for ñOpening New Doorsò campaign, the cost of 

the boiler replacement and the projected cost for the roof shingle replacement, we will 

have spent very close to one million dollars during the past quarter century. We can be 

proud of our stewardship efforts in maintaining our buildings and grounds. This roof re-

pair represents the last expected major maintenance project facing us for the foreseeable 

future.  

 

The vestry has approved to borrow the necessary money from our endowment fund, to be 

paid back, with interest, as soon as possible. We anticipate we will need to raise approxi-

mately $40,000 of the expected total expense as we do have $25,000 accrued cash avail-

able. We are asking for the congregation to help at this time with a one-time donation. To 

reduce this $40,000 total to a manageable amountðthink, if 150 individuals contributed  

$265 each, our goal would be reached. Some may be able to do more, and certainly all 

contributions are welcome. We are asking for all donations to be marked for ñroof repairò 

and to have all funds collected by September 1, 2008. 

 

 

       Pete Hartman 

       Project Coordinator 
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IN THE FAMILY  

We rejoice with Sue Miller and Jim Merfa  in their exchange of wedding vows; but hold 

Fran Kephart  in our hearts as she mourns the death of her sister (?), as well as Carmen Al-

len on the death of her mother, Lydia Gonzalez. 

 

In and out of the Hospital:  Cindy Parks, Steffy Sabino, Dan Drigan 

 

Ellen Fish has been named to Marylandôs Top 100 Women this year.  This is the third time 

she has been named, so she will also be inducted into the Circle of Excellence for sustained 

achievement.  This is an incredible honor!  Congratulations, Ellen! 
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ANNIVERSARIES - MAY  

 

Name       Date     Years 

 

Sandy & Micke Disney           5/9/1942                66 

Elza & Michael Dunning         5/12/2001       7 

Susan & Joe Escobedo         5/20/2000       8 

Andrew & Ellen Fish          5/27/1987     21 

James & Shirley Lindsey         5/10/1980     28  

Kathleen & Dan Phelps         5/31/1998     10 

John & Susan Waesche           5/3/1986     22 



Church of the Holy Comforter 

130 West Seminary Avenue 

Lutherville, MD 21093 

www.holy-comforter.ang-md.org 

410-252-2711  

Fax 410-252-7921 

   

Services: 

8:00 amïHE Rite I in the Chapel 

10:00 amïHE Rite II in the Church 

 

Staff: 

The Rev. Janice Gordon-Barnes, Rector 

The Rev. Allen Spicer, Associate 

The Rev. Herbert Lodder, Associate 

 

Ann Rowe, Director of Religious Education 

Eldean Krieger, Director of Music Ministry 

Kathy Shannahan, Music Associate 

Harold Thompson, Sexton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church of the Holy Comforter 

130 West Seminary Avenue 

Lutherville, MD 21093 

 

Address Service Requested-Forwarding and Return provided. 

If forwarded a separate new address notification is provided. 

 

 

__________________________ 

 

     Our Mission Statement 

 

  ñTo be Christôs arms of love 

   reaching out to this broken  

   world.ò 

The Cupola is published 11 times per year for the 

members and friends of this church.  The issue deadline 

is the 15th of the month preceding the issue date.  E-mailed 

submissions are preferred; you may also fax or place them in  

the Cupola slot in the church office. E-mail them to Marty 

Hartman at pmhartman@comcast.net.  Please e-mail a 

copy of the articles to the secretary at secretary@holy-

comforter.ang-md.org 
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